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Abstract : The portrayal of women—and specifically the character of the 'daughter'—has
undergone distinct transformations across various stages of Kannada literature's evolution. This
research article analyzes the evolution of the 'daughter' concept within key genres of pre-modern
Kannada literature, such as Janapada (folk), Champu, Vachana, Dasa, Ragale, Shatpadi, Tripadi,
and Sangatya. While ancient and medieval literature depicted the daughter within a traditional
framework—as a bearer of family honor, sacrifice, love, and culture—social movements like
Vachana and Dasa literature advocated for her spiritual equality, independent identity, and right
to acquire knowledge. The poetry of Akkamahadevi and Sanchi Honnamma, in particular, has
lent new dimensions to female identity. Through the lens of the 'daughter’ character, this article
offers a research-oriented examination of the social systems, marriage customs, Stree-dharma
(prescribed roles for women), and the status of women's freedom of that era, viewed from the
perspective of contemporary equality.
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